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Remarks 

Claims 1-28 and 30 stand rejection under 35 U.S.C- § 102(b) as being anticipated by a 
document entitled Vspeak Tutorial, Version: Beta 2.2, December, 1999 (hereinafter the **prior 
art document^O- 

With this paper claims 3, 10 and 17 have been deleted. Claims 1, 8 and 1 5 have been 
amended to recite the limitations of now canceled claims 3, 1Q» 1 7. Similar amendments have 
been made to claim 22. Further, the language "configured for" has been removed from claims 1, 
2, 6 and 7. The limitations "computer-readable program code to found in claims 1, 2, 6 
and 7, are not § 1 12, U 6 limitations. No new issues are raised by these amendments, 
Accordingly, entry of this paper is respectfully requested. 

Independent claim 1 recites, in part: 

computer-readable program code to read a specification of an e-busincss 
seivic e, wherein the specification is encoded m a structured markut^ 
language: and 

computer-readable program code to process the specification to cany 
out the e-business service, further comprising: 

computer-readable program code to receive at least one input 
document for the e-business servic e, wherein the at l^t one input 
dociunent is encoded in a stntctured markup language : and 

computer-readable program code to perform at least one of: 
transforming the input documents into other documents, according to 
transformation information that may be provided in the specification, and 
operating upon the input documents or the other documents to create one 
or more new documents, according to operating actions that may be 
provided in the specification. 

Independent claims 8, IS and 22 include similar recitations. 



Independeht claim 27 r^ites, in part: 

providing at least one application definition document encoded in a 
structured markup language, wherein the application definition 
documents specify the interactions and at least one data input to be used 
in the interactions, and wherein details of the specified interactions and 
data inputs are specified in the structured markup language; and 
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processing the application definition documents to carry out the data 
and process interactions in response to receiving at least one separate 
input document containing the at least one data input 

On page 4, the Office Action defines "specification" as comprising interfaces 
"Listenerlntf * and 'T>istributorIntf/* which interfiices are set out at the top of page 36 of the prior 
art document. However, the specification or any application definition docmnent disclosed in 
the prior art document is not encoded in a structured markup language, as required by claims 1, 
8, IS, 22 and 27. Rather, the specification is written in Java programming language. Providing 
an e-business service speciQcation or appUcation definition document encoded in a structured 
markup language, i.e., in a universal exchange format, is believed to be advantageous as the 
specification or application definition document is independent of and not limited by a particular 
programming language swh as Java. Accordingly, it is submitted that the prior art document 
does not anticipate the subject matter recited in ind^endent claims 1, 8, 15, 22 and 27 and their 
respective dependent claims. 

Independent claim 23 recites^ ui part: 

defining data inputs to be used by an e-business service; 

defining interactions to be carried out when operating the e-business 
service; 

specifying details of the data inputs in a straclured markup language 
syntax; 

specitying details of the interactions in the structured markup 
language syntax; and 

creating at least one e-business service definition document separate 
fix}m at least one input document containing the data inputs wherein the 
specified details of the data inputs and the specified details of the 
interactions are recorded it) the at least one e-business service definition 
document. 

Independent claim 25 recites, m part: 

defining data inputs to be used by the appUcation; 
defining interactions to be carried out when operating the apphcation; 
specifying details of the data inputs in a structured markup language 
syntax; 

specifying details of the interactions in the structured markiq) 
language syntax; and 
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creating at least one application definition docinnent separate from at 
least one input dociunent containing the data inputs wherein the specified 
details of the data inputs and the specified details of the inteiactLons are 
recorded in the at least one application definition document 

Nowh^e does the prior art document disclose, teach or suggest specifying in structured 
markup language syntax details of interactions to be carried out when operating an e-business 
service or an ^plication described by a finite state machine. Instead, it is believed that the prior 
art document discloses specifying in Java programming language details of interactions to be 
carried out when operating the E'speak application. It is advantageous to specify in structured 
markup language syntax details of interactions to be carried out when operating an e-business 
service or an application such, that the details of interactions are provided in a universal exchange 
format. Accordingly, it is submitted that claims 23-26 define patentably over the applied prior 
ait. 



11 



PAGE 1 2/1 3 * RCVD AT mm 5:22:12 PM [Eastern Daylight fmel ' 8VR:USPTO-EFXRFOI21 * DNISOTM ' CSID:937 438 2124 ' DURATION (mnKS):03-28 



10/04/2008 WED 17:25 FAI 937 43« 2124 STEVENS AND SHOWALTER 



Attorney Docket RSW920000077US1 
Serial No. 09/754,891 

In view of the above remarks, applicants submit that claims 1, 2, 4>9^ 1 1-16, 18-28 and 
30 define patentably over the prior art Early notification of allowable subject matter is 
respectfliUy requested 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Stevens & Showalter, L.L.P. 
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